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Celebrating the Franco-Columbian flag 

 
March 6, 2008 (Richmond, B.C.) On Wednesday, March 12, the 39 schools of the Conseil scolaire 
francophone de la Colombie-Britannique (CSF) (BC’s Francophone School District, S.D. No. 93)   
will celebrate the Franco-Columbian flag. A provincial event will take place at 10:30 a.m. at École 
L’Anse-au-sable, located at 675 Lequime Road in Kelowna, while other CSF schools will host a local 
event to underscore their sense of belonging to British Columbia’s Francophone community. Members 
of the media as well as the general public are invited to take part in this event. 
 
In addition to raising the Franco-Columbian flag, the community will underline the vitality of the 
Francophone educational program in Kelowna. Since September 2007, the École L’Anse-au-sable 
offers a complete Francophone program from kindergarten to grade 12 and has seen its student 
enrolment top the 200 mark for the first time. This event will also feature the song “Franco qu’on est 
bien” which was produced by Rémy Bédard and Josée Millette, teachers at École Victor-Brodeur in 
Victoria. This catchy song, to be sung in all of the CSF schools, will make students and staff members 
aware of the rich diversity of British Columbia’s Francophone community. 
 
Created in May 1981 as part of a contest and officially unveiled in 1982, the Franco-Columbian flag is 
the work of Raymond Lemoine, Principal of the École des Pionniers de Maillardville. The flag 
distinguishes itself with its choice of colours and symbols. The dogwood, floral emblem of British 
Columbia, and the fleur de lys, symbol of the Francophone community, illustrate all the richness of the 
province and of its Francophones. The blue lines represent the sea and the rise in the lines suggests 
the Rocky Mountains. The gold circle of the dogwood is the sun. The integration of a dogwood petal into 
the fleur de lys symbolizes the contributions of the Franco-Columbians to the province. The fleur de lys 
points to the sun, source of life and hope.  

“BC’s Francophones are proud of their history, roots, cultural heritage as well as their current 
achievements,” stated Ms. Marie Bourgeois, Chair of the CSF. “This event will allow the CSF to promote 
a strong sense of belonging to our province. We strongly believe that cultural diversity is a source of 
enrichment of the social fabric that gives rise to the commitment of Francophones to build a solid future 
in British Columbia.” 

“This activity underlines the importance of the Franco-Columbian flag, which symbolizes the richness 
and diversity of our Francophone community,” explained Mr. Mario Cyr, CSF interim Superintendent. 
“We take great pride in celebrating the vitality of Kelowna’s Francophone community, the quality of 
education offered at École L’Anse-au-sable as well as the strengthening of Francophone education in 
the Okanagan region.” 
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Since its creation in 1995, the Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique offers 
educational programs and services geared towards the growth and cultural promotion of the province’s 
Francophone learners. An active partner in the development of British Columbia’s francophone 
community, the Conseil has presently in its system, and distributed across 78 communities in the 
province, over 4,000 students and 39 schools, which includes 21 homogeneous schools.  
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