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Marie-Pierre Lavoie – Candidate’s Statement 

Through my involvement with the parents’ movement at the local, provincial and national level, I acquired a well 

rounded perspective of the French minority language education system. As such, there are three main reasons why I 

have submitted my candidacy for the position of school trustee for the Vancouver Island South region: Francophone 

and school communities; transparency and accountability; and the future and sustainability of our French education 

system. 

 

Francophone and school communities 

Francophone community 

In keeping with my firm belief in the old adage that it takes a village to raise a child, the entire Francophone 

community has a role to play in our children’s French education.  

 Having served on the École Victor Brodeur partners committee in Esquimalt for seven years, I consider 

myself to be well aware of the concerns of all groups with current or past committee representation, namely 

students, parents, support staff, teachers, administration and community, represented in our region by early 

childhood services. 

 Having served with the Fédération des parents francophones de Colombie-Britannique (FPFCB) for eight 

years, I have participated every year in the Fédération des francophones de la Colombie-Britannique’s 

(FFCB) biannual meetings and therefore have a great deal of insight into B.C.’s francophone education 

system through a provincial community lens. 

 And since I also serve on the National Roundtable on Education as a representative of the Commission 

nationale des parents francophones (CNPF), I am also very familiar with French minority language 

education through a national lens. 

Given my involvement in these organizations, I am well known by representatives of these three levels of 

Francophone organizations (local, provincial and national) and I am confident that I will be able to establish even 

closer ties with them in order to provide new impetus to and further advance the French education system in B.C. 
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School community 

I care about the student voice within their school community and, by extension, their education system. I think we will 

have a lot to gain by giving them a stronger, clearer voice.  

 In this respect, I have done a great deal of work with students at the local level as part of initiatives such as 

drafting the École Victor Brodeur code of conduct. 

If I am elected to the position of school trustee, I will give students an important voice when it involves anything that 

affects them personally.  

Giving youth a sense of belonging to the Francophone community is also very dear to me. 

 As the initiator of the École Victor Brodeur Francophone camp project, I wanted to provide Francophone and 

Francophile kids with a fun environment entirely in French where they could see that French is not only a 

language of instruction, but as well an integral part of all aspects of their lives, especially play. 

 I made a point of hiring local Francophone leaders who were attending or had attended École Victor Brodeur 

or immersion schools. 

 In furthering my commitment to the youth identity building process, I was at the helm of the Victoria bid 

committee for hosting the Jeux de la francophonie canadienne de 2020 (2020 Canadian Francophonie 

Games). 

 

Transparency and accountability 

The position of school trustee is a specific position. The person in this position is not only there to take decisions that 

are beneficial to all of the regions, but also to represent their region. As such, it is important for the school trustee to 

consult the people who elected them and to respect their opinion, even if at times this goes against the trustee’s 

personal beliefs.  

 As president of the École Victor Brodeur Parents Association, I feel that I have proven myself on this front. 

In some instances, after consultation with parents and members of the board of directors (BD), it happened 

that I did not agree with one or two decisions we had to take as a BD, but since it was what the majority 

wanted, this also had to be the position I was to adopt as the parents’ representative, and that’s exactly 

what I did. 

If you choose me as school trustee, I agree to respect whatever the region’s stakeholders (students, parents, school 

staff and community members) will have to say and to advocate for them before the board of directors and the CSF’s 

directors. I also agree to meet with you as often as you wish in order to debrief you not just on what is going on at the 

provincial level, but also on more tangible topics for our region, like how the infrastructure file and the construction of 

a school in the Colwood-View Royal-Langford region are progressing. 
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The future and sustainability of our French education system 

Work is definitely needed in the present, but we also need to keep an eye on the future. Although my children have 

completed or almost completed their schooling, I have a particular interest in our education system. 

 I was in the early stages of my involvement with the local parents’ movement in B.C. when the idea to sue 

the government emerged and the CSF, the FPFCB and the parent co-plaintiffs decided to go ahead with it. 

 When I started at the provincial level, the trial was looming. I was therefore able to closely follow this court 

case, not only from beginning to end in the lower court, but also from beginning to end in the court of 

appeal. 

 It’s not only due to the court case, but also to the fact that the FPFCB is recognized as an organization 

specializing in the area of early childhood and education, that I have been asked to appear before several 

entities to advocate for French minority education rights. I have lobbied Canadian Heritage, the Senate 

Standing Committee on Official Languages, the House of Commons Standing Committee on Official 

Languages and the Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages. I have also had numerous 

discussions with various Provincial and Federal Government officials in advocating for these rights 

throughout the entire educational continuum, from early childhood to postsecondary. And finally, I have 

often been called upon to talk about these rights at media interviews. 

If I am elected school trustee for the Vancouver Island South region, I will see to it that we continue the work already 

started and/or take new approaches so our Francophone education system continues to advance and florishes even 

more for the next generations. The future of the French-speaking community depends on a solid Francophone 

education system for its sustainability. 

 

Other experience 

Francophonie 

I am a professional translator and, thus, my Francophonie-related experience transcends the educational arena. In 

this capacity, I have held several positions that have taught me a great deal about the challenges we face as a 

minority. 

 I was the Secretary of the Francophone Advisory Committee for the 2001 World Track and Field 

Championships in Edmonton; the committee president was Claudette Tardif, then dean of the St. Jean 

Campus who eventually became Senator. I held the same position on the Francophone Advisory Committee 

for the 2005 World Masters Games in Edmonton, in which Mrs. Tardif was also involved. The mandate of 

both of these committees was to raise the profile of French in both of these international events. It was 

therefore in these positions that I made an initial foray as a player into the world of the Francophonie. 

 I was the Vice-President of the Organizing Committee for the Jeux de la francophonie canadienne de 2008 

à Edmonton; the committee president was Randy Boissoneault, who recently held the position of Canadian 

Heritage’s Parliamentary Secretary. 
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 I was in charge of translation at the 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games in Vancouver and the 

2017 Invictus Games in Toronto. I was also in charge of media-specific translation at the 2015 Pan 

American and Parapan American Games in Toronto. 

Volunteerism 

My volunteer experience is regular and diversified. Here is a list: 

 President of the Board of Directors of the Organizing Committee for the Jeux de la francophonie canadienne 
de 2020 à Victoria, 2017 to now 

 Tournament Coordinator, British Columbia Festival francophone des 50 ans et plus, 2018 

 Box Office Attendant, Victoria Film Festival, 2011-2018 

 Manager of event preparations and results, various diving competitions, 2010-2018 

 Treasurer, BC Diving, 2014-2018 

 Operations Assistant, B.C. Mission Staff at the 2019 Canada Winter Games in Red Deer 

 Mixed Zone Coordinator, 2017 Canadian Figure Skating Championships 

 Operations Assistant, B.C. Mission Staff at the 2017 Canada Summer Games in Winnipeg 

 Office Manager, B.C. Mission Staff at the 2015 Western Canada Summer Games in Wood Buffalo 

 Flag bearer and Silent Auction Agent, Parade of Heroes / Celebration of Excellence / Olympic Hall of Fame 
Gala Dinner, 2012 

 Mixed Zone Coordinator, 2011 Canadian Figure Skating Championships 

 Mascot Performer, 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games in Vancouver 

 Media Events Coordinator, 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games in Vancouver 

 Mixed Zone Coordinator, 2001 Canadian Track and Field Championships 

 Timer, numerous kart races in Québec (1986-1991) and in Alberta (1992-1994) 

 Head Timer, Montreal Formula 1 Grand Prix, 1989-1990 

 

Conclusion 

With the experience I have acquired and the passion I have for the Francophone community and the French minority 

language education system, I am confident that I will be able to represent you well on the Board of Directors of the 

Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique. I will be devoted and present on the ground, as I have 

always been in the various past positions I have held. I therefore hope that I have earned your trust and that, in turn, 

you will show me your support by voting for me at the 2018 school elections. 

I am very much looking forward to the opportunity to speak with you. I am available to meet or speak with you at your 

convenience. You can reach me by email at mariepierrelavoie@shaw.ca or by phone at 778-433-2992. 
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