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The British Columbia secondary school program gives students the opportunity to discover 
what they want to do in life and then to choose the path that is best suited to their interests 

and aspirations. 
 
We encourage them to use these years to learn, discover, mature, explore and experience 
new things. 
 
To receive their high school graduation diploma, students enrolled in secondary school have to 
pass certain courses including French, English, mathematics and science. 
 
After grade 10, students have choices with regard to their studies. They have a number of 
options to choose from amongst the math and science courses. Fine arts and practical skills 
courses help students understand and appreciate applied knowledge and creative work. These 
two disciplines focus to a great extent on learning through practical activities. Students are 
also required to pass the grade 10 physical education course, even if they practise a sport or 
physical activity outside school. In addition, in grades 11 and 12, they must meet the standard 
set for Daily Physical Activity, in the framework of the Post-secondary transition program. 
 

SECONDARY SCHOOL s
The Post-secondary transition program is a required course with four credits. In this program, 
students are required to develop and set goals regarding their studies, careers and personal 
lives. 
 
To be sure to obtain all the required credits to meet their goals, students begin their prepara-
tions in grade 10. In the Planning course, they are given information on the requirements to 
be met to obtain their high school diploma and on the admission requirements for post-
secondary institutions. Most students will obtain their credits in the normal way, by passing 
the corresponding courses offered at school. Students may also be interested in other ways 
of getting their credits. They can opt to receive a third bilingual diploma by enrolling in the IB 
diploma program. They can ask the school orientation counsellor for any information they need 
on their post-secondary transition.
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10th 
GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS 
This course provides the opportunity to speak, listen, read, see, write and represent. Gathering, organizing and 
presenting information in an effective manner are also important competencies that the student will continue to 
develop as a means of improving communication skills. 

 
FRANCAIS LANGUE PREMIERE 
Ce cours est axé sur la communication. Il continue de renforcer les compétences développées l’année précédente et couvre 
les trois composantes suivantes : communication orale, écriture et représentation, lecture et visionnage. 
NOTE: Mandatory provincial exam for this course. 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
This course is about communication. You succeed in school and life by reading and writing effectively. Gathering, organizing, 
and presenting information effectively are also important communication skills. This course will cover the following compo-
nents: curriculum organizers, oral language (speaking and listening), reading and viewing, and writing and representing. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
The purpose of Social Studies is to help students understand their world and their place in it. They familiarize the 
student with contemporary questions, themes and events as well as those from the past. They help the student develop 
the skills needed to exercise critical thinking and become a responsible citizen. 

HUMAN SCIENCES   
Theme of the year: Canada (1815 – 1914) 
The history course covers the political and social situation in British North America after 1815: the rebellions and the 
successes of responsible government, Confederation and the development of the West up to 1914. Students do a variety of 
projects over the year, in particular research projects, mapping and current events analysis. The geography course deals with 
the physical, political and economic aspects of Canada, Canada’s relationship with Pacific Rim countries and with the Indian 
subcontinent; economic relations with the USA and in particular, economic activities in British Columbia.  

 
MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics is not just about numbers. It is also about concepts of shape and space, statistics and reasoning, problem 
solving and logic. 

 
MATHEMATICS FOR TRADES AND THE WORKPLACE  
The Mathematics for Trades and the Workplace course covers measurement, geometry, number and algebra. 
NOTE: Mandatory provincial exam for this course. 

 
MATHEMATICAL FOUNDATIONS AND PRE-CALCULUS MATHEMATICS 1 
The Mathematical foundations and Pre-calculus mathematics 1 course covers measurement, algebra, number and relations 
and functions. 
NOTE: Mandatory provincial exam for this course. 

 
EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES 
These courses help the student understand nature. They enable students to develop the competencies related to 
methods of observation and measurement, to problem solving and to exercising critical thinking. 

 
SCIENCE  
Activities during the course are many and varied. They include experiments in the laboratory, demonstrations by the teacher, 
library research and regular assignments. This course introduces the scientific method, life sciences, physical sciences, and 
earth and space sciences. 
NOTE: Mandatory provincial exam for this course. 

 
SPORTS 
These courses help the student to adopt and maintain a healthy lifestyle. The goal of the Physical Education program is 
to enable each student to acquire the knowledge, mobility skills, attitudes and behaviour to support a healthy active life. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
This course includes a variety of physical and recreational activities, including golf, archery, football, soccer, tennis, volleyball, 
lacrosse, rugby, ice skating, dance, etc. Students are introduced to the concepts of an active life, movement skills, safety, 
good sportsmanship and leadership. 
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FINE ARTS* 
These courses help students understand and benefit from applied knowledge and creative work. These disciplines 
focus to a great extent on learning through practical activities. 

 
VISUAL ARTS 
The image is at the heart of the visual arts. Studying this discipline gives each student the opportunity to perceive, react, 
create and communicate through visual images; it enable students to experience the power, the ideas and the emotions that 
are inherent within them and to put this knowledge into practice for the rest of their lives. 

 
DRAMA 
Drama is a powerful form of expression that has, over many centuries, led to the creation of various forms and techniques. 
It aims to establish a bridge between the real and the imaginary, the concrete and the symbolic, the practical and the inspired. 
Drama reflects a part of the student’s daily life, as he or she has to communicate with others, experience tensions, resolve 
conflicts and give meaning to his or her world. 

 
MUSIC 
The music courses are based on previous learning and enable students to increase and refine their musicianship in relation 
to certain specializations (ex. music composition or ensemble performance). Students will have the opportunity to acquire 
theoretical and practical knowledge, as well as the attitudes that will support their lifelong interest in music and even the 
pursuit of a career in this field. 

 
DANCE 
Dance is the art of gesture and movement. Dance is a way of structuring physical energy in space and time. It may be 
inspired by music, literature, drama and the visual arts. Studying dance enables the student to experience, understand and 
appreciate the language and the art of dance. Dance involves a very unique way of approaching movement and it stimulates 
learning in every field of study. 
 
*Students may also choose from amongst various practical skills courses. 

 
PLANNING  
During the Planning course, students plan their secondary school program. They also start to assemble the elements 
that prove what they have accomplished, and these elements are included in the presentation they will make in the 
Post-secondary transition program. Students can also get advice from the school on the type of information that is 
required and how to proceed to meet the requirements for this presentation. This course covers the secondary school 
program, studies and career as well as health and finances. 
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11th 
GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS 
This course provides the opportunity to speak, listen, read, see, write and represent. Gathering, organizing and 
presenting information in an effective manner are also important competencies that the student will continue to 
develop as a means of improving communication skills. 

 
FRANCAIS LANGUE PREMIERE 
Ce cours est axé sur la communication. Il continue de renforcer les compétences développées l’année précédente et couvre 
les trois composantes suivantes : communication orale, écriture et représentation, lecture et visionnage. 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
This course is about communication. You succeed in school and life by reading and writing effectively. Gathering, organizing, 
and presenting information effectively are also important communication skills. This course will cover the following compo-
nents: curriculum organizers, oral language (speaking and listening), reading and viewing, and writing and representing. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
The purpose of Social Studies is to help students understand their world and their place in it. They familiarize the 
student with contemporary questions, themes and events as well as those from the past. They help the student develop 
the skills needed to exercise critical thinking and become a responsible citizen. 
 

HUMAN SCIENCES 
This course gives students the opportunity to examine the present, establish links with the past and turn toward the future, 
looking at events and issues with a critical mind. It contributes to the important goal of preparing the student to become a 
citizen of Canada and of the world. The human sciences course covers competencies and methods, policies and government, 
Canadian autonomy and its participation in international affairs, human geography and society and identity. 
NOTE: Mandatory provincial exam for this course. 

 
MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics is not just about numbers. It is also about concepts of shape and space, statistics and reasoning, problem 
solving and logic. 

 
FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS  
The Foundations of mathematics course covers measurement, geometry, logical reasoning, statistics, relations and function 
and the mathematical research project. 

 
PRE-CALCULUS MATHEMATICS 
The Pre-calculus Mathematics course covers algebra, number, trigonometry and relations and functions. 

 
EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES 
These courses help the student understand nature. They enable students to develop the competencies related to 
methods of observation and measurement, to problem solving and to exercising critical thinking. 

 
CHEMISTRY  
Chemistry is the science that deals with the composition and the reactions of matter. It focuses on the identification and the 
characterization of substances as well as the transformations that substances undergo and the thermodynamic phenomena 
that result. The laboratory sessions that are focused on cooperation, individual and independent research and experiments 
carried out in class help students acquire the knowledge, competencies and attitudes that will enable them to pursue 
advanced studies and to succeed in the workplace as active participants and informed decision makers. 

 
PHYSICS  
Physics is an exact natural science. It involves the study of the external world and the laws of how the world changes and 
evolves in space and in time. Systems modelling does not address the specific characteristics of living creatures. 

 
BIOLOGY  
Biology is the study of very varied forms of living organisms. Generally speaking, biology is articulated around several main 
themes. The themes dealt with in this course are unity and diversity, evolution and ecological relationships.  
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SPORTS 
These courses help the student to adopt and maintain a healthy lifestyle. The goal of the Physical Education program is 
to enable each student to acquire the knowledge, mobility skills, attitudes and behaviour to support a healthy active life. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
This course aims to foster healthy attitudes and regular physical activity as important aspects of the student’s lifestyle. 
It emphasizes the analysis and improvement of physical aptitude, maintenance of physical fitness, the acquisition of 
leadership skills and sports management skills as well as career planning. Students are introduced to concepts about an 
active lifestyle, movement and personal and social responsibility. 

 
FINE ARTS* 
These courses help students understand and benefit from applied knowledge and creative work. These disciplines 
focus to a great extent on learning through practical activities. 

 
VISUAL ARTS 
The image is at the heart of the visual arts. Studying this discipline gives each student the opportunity to perceive, react, 
create and communicate through visual images; it enable students to experience the power, the ideas and the emotions 
that are inherent within them and to put this knowledge into practice for the rest of their lives. 
 
The image may be two or three dimensional, static or kinetic. The student is able to decode it to the extent that he or she 
acquires an understanding of the personal, social, cultural and historical contexts in which it is seen or was created. 

 
DRAMA 
Drama is a powerful form of expression that has, over many centuries, led to the creation of various forms and techniques. 
It aims to establish a bridge between the real and the imaginary, the concrete and the symbolic, the practical and the inspired. 
It is an interactive and creative process that places the student in relation with others and with the environment. The study of 
drama provides students with opportunities to study the human experience through characters and situations. Drama reflects 
a part of the student’s daily life, as he or she has to communicate with others, experience tensions, resolve conflicts and give 
meaning to his or her world. 

 
MUSIC 
The music courses are based on previous learning and enable students to increase and refine their musicianship in relation 
to certain specializations (ex. music composition or ensemble performance). Students will have the opportunity to acquire 
theoretical and practical knowledge, as well as the attitudes that will support their lifelong interest in music and even the 
pursuit of a career in this field. 

 
DANCE 
Dance is the art of gesture and movement. Dance is a way of structuring physical energy in space and time. It may be 
inspired by music, literature, drama and the visual arts. Studying dance enables the student to experience, understand and 
appreciate the language and the art of dance. Dance involves a very unique way of approaching movement and it stimulates 
learning in every field of study. 
 
*Students may also choose from amongst various practical skills courses. 
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12th 
GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS 
This course provides the opportunity to speak, listen, read, see, write and represent. Gathering, organizing and 
presenting information in an effective manner are also important competencies that the student will continue to 
develop as a means of improving communication skills. 

 
FRANCAIS LANGUE PREMIERE 
Ce cours est axé sur la communication. Il continue de renforcer les compétences développées l’année précédente et couvre 
les trois composantes suivantes : communication orale, écriture et représentation, lecture et visionnage. 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
This course is about communication. You succeed in school and life by reading and writing effectively. Gathering, organizing, 
and presenting information effectively are also important communication skills. This course will cover the following compo-
nents: curriculum organizers, oral language (speaking and listening), reading and viewing, and writing and representing. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
The purpose of Social Studies is to help students understand their world and their place in it. They familiarize the 
student with contemporary questions, themes and events as well as those from the past. They help the student 
develop the skills needed to exercise critical thinking and become a responsible citizen. 
 

HISTORY 
This course was designed to give students various opportunities to improve their competencies that will enable them to 
pursue an in-depth study of history and related disciplines. In the framework of this program, students are required to do 
historic research, discern the relations of cause and effect, and formulate judicious interpretations. They also need to base 
their analysis and arguments on documents and historic facts. They must also be aware of the subjective nature of the 
historian’s discourse. Studying history teaches the student how to detect bias, scrutinize witness accounts and evaluate 
arguments, in preparation for expressing a personal and informed judgement. 

 
BC FIRST NATIONS STUDIES  
This course addresses the richness and diversity of First Nations languages andcultures by exploring them within their 
own unique contexts.   It is intended to provide a conceptual foundation for all learners to develop an appreciation and 
respect for the similarities among and differences between the diverse cultures of the world. As such, it will help to promote 
understanding of First Nations peoples among all students. A curriculum that concentrates on Aboriginal content can lead 
to enlightened discussion of Aboriginal issues and can also contribute to Aboriginal students’ sense of place and belonging 
in the public school system. 

 
MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics is not just about numbers. It is also about concepts of shape and space, statistics and reasoning, problem 
solving and logic. To obtain the high school diploma, the student must pass a grade 10 course in mathematics, as well 
as a grade 11 or 12 math course. 

 
PRE-CALCULUS MATHEMATICS  
This course in pre-calculus mathematics covers trigonometry, relations and functions, permutations, combinations and the 
binomial theorem. 

 
DIFFERENTIAL AND INTEGRAL CALCULUS  
This course was developed from algebra and geometry and it draws on two major complementary ideas. First, the 
differential concept establishes a relation between the variations of several functions, as well as the notion of derivatives. 
Speed, acceleration, and the slope of a curve in mathematical functions at a given point can all be described on a common 
symbolic basis. Secondly, integral calculus that develops the idea of integration draws on the concept of the area under 
the graph of a function and includes related concepts such as volume. 

 
EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES 
These courses help the student understand nature. They enable students to develop the competencies related to 
methods of observation and measurement, to problem solving and to exercising critical thinking. 

 
CHEMISTRY 
Chemistry is the science that deals with the composition and the reactions of matter. It focuses on the identification and the 
characterization of substances as well as the transformations that substances undergo and the thermodynamic phenomena 
that result. Chemistry helps us in important ways: to understand our natural environment; to better understand other scientific 
disciplines, both pure and applied, and to make us familiar with scientific research. The laboratory sessions that are focused 
on cooperation, individual and independent research and experiments carried out in class help students acquire the 
knowledge, competencies and attitudes that will enable them to pursue advanced studies and to succeed in the workplace as 
active participants and informed decision makers. 
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PHYSICS 
Physics is an exact natural science. It involves the study of the external world and the laws of how the world changes and 
evolves in space and in time. Systems modelling does not address the specific characteristics of living creatures. 

 
BIOLOGY 
This course essentially deals with human biology. It enables the student to cultivate an interest in science and better 
understanding by seeing his or her own body as an object of study, and discovering how the various systems in the human 
body are integrated to maintain its homeostasis. The competencies related to working in a laboratory are a key element of 
this course. The student acquires these competencies through laboratory activities in combination with the formulation of 
hypotheses and practical experience. 

 
SPORTS 
These courses help the student to adopt and maintain a healthy lifestyle. The goal of the Physical Education program is 
to enable each student to acquire the knowledge, mobility skills, attitudes and behaviour to support a healthy active life. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
This course aims to foster healthy attitudes and regular physical activity as important aspects of the student’s lifestyle. 
It emphasizes the analysis and improvement of physical aptitude, maintenance of physical fitness, the acquisition of 
leadership skills and sports management skills as well as career planning. This course deals with the active life, movement, 
and personal and social responsibility. 

 
FINE ARTS* 
Fine Arts and Practical Skills help students understand and benefit from applied knowledge and creative work. 
These two disciplines focus to a great extent on learning through practical activities. 

 
VISUAL ARTS 
The image is at the heart of the visual arts. Studying this discipline gives each student the opportunity to perceive, react, 
create and communicate through visual images; it enable students to experience the power, the ideas and the emotions 
that are inherent within them and to put this knowledge into practice for the rest of their lives. 
 
The image may be two or three dimensional, static or kinetic. The student is able to decode it to the extent that he or she 
acquires an understanding of the personal, social, cultural and historical contexts in which it is seen or was created. 

 
DRAMA 
Drama is a powerful form of expression that has, over many centuries, led to the creation of various forms and techniques. 
It aims to establish a bridge between the real and the imaginary, the concrete and the symbolic, the practical and the inspired. 
It is an interactive and creative process that places the student in relation with others and with the environment. The study of 
drama provides students with opportunities to study the human experience through characters and situations. Drama reflects 
a part of the student’s daily life, as he or she has to communicate with others, experience tensions, resolve conflicts and give 
meaning to his or her world. 

MUSIC 
The music courses are based on previous learning and enable students to increase and refine their musicianship in relation 
to certain specializations (ex. music composition or ensemble performance). Students will have the opportunity to acquire 
theoretical and practical knowledge, as well as the attitudes that will support their lifelong interest in music and even the 
pursuit of a career in this field. 

 
DANCE 
Dance is the art of gesture and movement. Dance is a way of structuring physical energy in space and time. It may be 
inspired by music, literature, drama and the visual arts. Studying dance enables the student to experience, understand and 
appreciate the language and the art of dance. Dance involves a very unique way of approaching movement and it stimulates 
learning in every field of study. 
 
*Students may also choose from amongst various practical skills courses. 

 
TRANSITION PLAN 
The Post-secondary Transition program gives students the opportunity to think about their knowledge and their 
aptitudes and to prepare for the post-secondary phase of their education by assembling the elements that prove what 
they have accomplished in the following required components: healthy lifestyle, community connections, life and career. 
 
The Post-secondary Transition program enables students to explore the goals of their personal and professional plans 
over the years they spend in secondary school and to create a plan that will serve them in their lives after high school. 
This planning is an ongoing process that continues over all their high school years. The students are required to develop 
a transition plan that they will present in its final version in Grade 12. 




